Metabolic factors and preference for ethanol.
Alcohol intoxication diminishes the metabolic differences between ethanol- and water-preferring rats in the levels of free amino acids (liver, brain, blood plasma), lipid fractions (liver), the activities of glucokinase (liver), and aldehyde dehydrogenase (brain), and the content of glucose-6-phosphate and prostaglandins (liver). The action of alcohol is discussed as that directed to the partial elimination of biochemical individuality, thus simplifying the regulation of metabolism in the living system. In this connection preferential ethanol consumption may be regarded as a biological mode of self-correction.